
HONORS ENGLISH 1 SYLLABUS 
FALL 2020 

Mrs. Huynh-Duc 
 huynhdm@gcsnc.com  

School Phone: 336-316-2860     Fax: 336-316-2858 
Cell Phone: 336-254-0151 

Website: www.englishisamazing.com  
Office Hours: Before school 8:15-8:45 or by appointment 

 
      5608 W. Friendly Avenue, Greensboro, NC  
 
Course Title: Honors English I 
Credit:  One 
Classification and Maximum Weight: Honors, 4.5 Quality Points 
 
Course Overview: Welcome to Honors English I at the Early College at Guilford! I wouldn’t be teaching 
English if I wasn’t convinced that literature is incredibly exciting, thought-provoking, and powerful.  This 
semester, you are going to learn how to read, write, and speak better – skills that will help you everywhere you 
go in life.   
 

UNITS OF STUDY ___________________________________________ 
 
This semester, we will be using SAVVAS My Perspectives text accompanied by other book-length texts. You will 
be provided with copies of all readings; however, you may purchase your own copies of the novels if you wish 
to annotate (highlight, write in the margins, etc.).  
 
The following is a tentative schedule of our thematic units and core texts we will study this semester. In 
addition, we will also study vocabulary and grammar and conduct research and oral presentations. Changes may 
be made as students’ needs arise.  
 

Unit I: Short Stories and Writing a Narrative 
EQ: How do authors effectively create meaningful short fiction texts?
 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will read a variety of short stories to discover how setting, language, 
characterization, and literary elements develop a narrative’s purpose and meaning. 
 
Unit Goals: Students will be able to  

 Evaluate written narratives by analyzing how authors sequence and depict experiences, characters, and 
events.  

 Expand knowledge and use of academic and thematic vocabulary.  
 Write a fiction narrative by developing characters and events using specific details and descriptions.  
 Correctly use exposition and dialogue to convey meaning and add variety and interest to writing. 

 
Anchor Texts: 

  “Just Lather, That’s All” by Hernando Tellez 
 “The Sniper” by Liam O’Flaherty  
 “A Sound of Thunder” by Jack London 
 “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
  “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe 
 “Desiree’s Baby” by Kate Chopin 
 “Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes 



Major Assignment: Students will write a short fiction narrative that hooks the reader, develops a compelling plot 
line, and demonstrates use of literary devices. 
 
 Standards Addressed:  

 RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which 
the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 
them. 

 RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and 
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 W9-10.3 Write a narrative to develop imagined experiences or events, using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and structured event sequence. 
 

Unit II: American Voices 

EQ: What does it mean to be American? 
 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will read about and discover how the history of American voices reflect the 
diversity of the American people. 
 
Unit Goals:  

 Evaluate written informative texts by analyzing how authors convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information.  

 Evaluate written arguments by analyzing how authors state and support their claims. 
 Write an essay that effectively incorporates the key elements of an argument. 
 Correctly integrate quotations to convey meaning and add variety and interest to writing. 

 
Anchor Text: A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
 
Ancillary Texts:  

 “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman 
 “I, Too, Sing America” by Langston Hughes 
 “All Falls Down” by Kanye West 
 “Richard Cory” by Edwin Arlington Robinson 
 “Kitchenette Building” by Gwendolyn Brooks 
 “A Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes 
 “I Have a Dream” speech by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 Article: “Racism Without Racists” 
 Article: “Women, Money and Power” 

 
Major Assignment: Students will write an essay in which they synthesize different points of view to support an 
opinion about a particular topic. 
 
Standards Addressed:  

 RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of vice or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric 
to advance that point of view or purpose. 

 RL.9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or key scene in two different artistic mediums, including 
what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 

 RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

 W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately 



Unit III: Journey of Transformation 

EQ: What can we learn from a journey? 
 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will read about and discover how people are transformed. 
 
Unit Goals: Students will be able to  

 Demonstrate the use of poetic devices in an epic poem 
 Learn how the epic poem was used to teach virtues of a civilization 
 Describe the elements of an epic poem and an epic hero 
 Expand knowledge and use of academic and concept vocabulary  
 Write an argument essay that effectively conveys complex ideas, concepts, and information 
 Correctly integrate quotations to convey meaning and add variety and interest to writing 

 
Anchor Text: The Odyssey by Homer 
 
Major Assignments: Test; Students will also write an explanatory essay that uses textual evidence from The Odyssey to 
support a main idea. 
 
Standards Addressed:  

 RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which 
the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 
them. 

 L.9-10.4 Determine and/or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature form 
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading or world literature. 

 
Unit IV: Star-Crossed Romance 

EQ: Can we determine our destinies? 
 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will read a classic tale of a star-crossed romance and compare the concept of free 
will to the concept of fate.  
 
Unit Goals: Students will be able to 

 Analyze Shakespeare’s craft and structure to determine how dramatic elements are used to develop characters 
and mood. 

 Expand knowledge and use of academic and concept vocabulary. 
 Quote directly from the text with exact quotations; paraphrase an idea by restating it in new words.  

 
Anchor Text: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
 
Major Assignments: Test; Students will also write a literary analysis essay that evaluates a thematic aspect of Romeo and 
Juliet.  
 
Standards Addressed: 

 RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which 
the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 
them. 

 RL.9-10.9 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work. 
 RL.9-10.1 and RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 



and advance the plot of develop the theme.
 W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately. 

Unit V: Coming of Age 
EQ: How do we create and adapt to become ourselves based on different experiences and environments?
 
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will discover how Victorian literature provides insight into our own identities 
and timeless themes reflect and challenge society. 
 
Unit Goals: Students will be able to 

 Define, identify, and analyze an author’s use of literary terms, including bildungsroman, objective 
correlative, irony, and more 

 Discuss and analyze an author’s use of structure as it applies to meaning 
 Analyze a character’s development overtime 
 Track dynamic characters as they change in complexity 
 Dialogue with texts where conversation with the author is reciprocal – students consider the author’s point 

of view while the students posit their own 
 
Anchor Text: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
 
Major Assignments: Test; Students will also write a personal reflection narrative.  
 
Standards Addressed: 

 RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it, and 
manipulate time create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 
and advance the plot of develop the theme. 

 W9-10.3 Write a personal narratives that reflects a real experience or event, using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and structured event sequence. 

 
GRADES AND GRADING** __________________________________ 
The grade that you receive in this class is your grade – therefore, it’s up to you to be responsible for all notes, 
assignments, due dates, make-up work, and so forth.   
 
Total Points:  Evaluation each quarter will be based on a total-points system in my class. Every assignment is out 

of 100 points; however, each form of assessment is weighted by importance. Tests/projects count 
four times, quizzes count twice, and homework counts once.  
 

Guilford County Schools Grading Scale (Policy IHA): 
A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F = 59 AND BELOW 
INC = INCOMPLETE 
 

**Given the pandemic, grading policies are subject to change based on recommendations 
and requirements from Guilford County Schools and/or the NC Department of Public 

Instruction. 
 



CLASS EXPECTATIONS _____________________________________ 
All students are expected to abide by ECG’s school-wide expectations. In addition… 

 
1. Respect all around. Caring and consideration for others will be central to our class environment in every 
direction – from teacher to student, student to student, and student to teacher.  I require respect because it is 
essential in building an environment in which we feel safe to learn, speak honestly, and be ourselves.  This 
includes talking and not talking whenever appropriate.  

 
2. Virtual Instruction Policy: While we are conducting classes virtually, you will be expected to sign on to 
Zoom with your teachers each day for 45 minutes of synchronous teaching unless your teacher tells you 
otherwise.  
 

   First Block: 9:00-9:45 a.m. 
   Second Block: 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
   Third Block: 12:45-1:30 p.m. 
   Fourth Block: 2:15-3:00 p.m. 
 
 During Zoom classes, please have your camera ON and your microphone MUTED except when it is your turn 
to speak.  

 
 3. Cell Phone Policy: During in-person class instruction, students should turn off or silence phones and put 
them in their backpacks (not in pockets, on the desk, etc.). If a cell phone is out of a backpack when the teacher 
has not approved its usage, consequences will be as follows: 1st offense: Phone confiscated until end of period; 
2nd offense: Phone confiscated until end of day; 3rd offense: Phone confiscated until parent picks it up (from 
then on, student must turn in cell phone at the beginning of class and get it back at end of class). 

 
 4. Responsibility: Take responsibility for your own learning. Use a planner or cell phone reminders to keep 

track of your assignments. Reach out to Mrs. Huynh-Duc if you have questions or concerns.  
 
5. Cheating: In all its forms—copying homework, sharing test questions, “borrowing” information without 

citing it, using outside resources instead of your own, plagiarizing, etc. – cheating is the worst kind of academic 
and personal dishonesty. DON’T DO IT. All students involved in cheating will receive an F on the assignment 
with possible repercussions involving the ECG’s honor code.  

 
6. Participation: Participation has little to do with tests, papers, or projects; it has everything to do with the kind 

of person you decide to be in our classroom. Here is what I expect from you as a full participant in my class: 
 Be prepared and fully present daily.  
 Do not interrupt the teacher or classmates when they are talking. 
 Help engender our daily class discussions by contributing your important comments, 

building off of what someone else has said, and listening well. 
 
 

 
Parents: Please email huynhdm@gcsnc.com to let me know you have reviewed this syllabus. That way, I will 

also have your email for direct communication. Thank you!  
 
 
 
 
 

“Every exit is an entry somewhere else.”  
--Tom Stoppard 


